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Quote of the Week 
 
 
"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." 
 
Helen Keller educator/author (1880-1968) 
 
“I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have my senses put in order.” 
 
John Burroughs, Naturalist (1834-1921) 
 

Updates 
 
Transformation Team Website and Action Plan Launch 
 

Today, the Transformation Team officially launched their public 
website and released their first Transformation Action Plan, which outlines Strategic Goals as 
well as thirty different priority initiatives for State Parks.  The Transformation Action Plan closely 
follows the Parks Forward final report’s four basic themes, such as making fundamental 
changes to the Department, enhancing partnerships, expanding park access, and garnering 
stable and diversified funding.   
 
The Transformation Team is composed of experienced parks staff and outside consultants, and 
is tasked with developing and leading State Parks in executing structural and sustainable 
reforms to strengthen the State Parks System.  Over the next two years, the Transformation 
Team will work on a series of initiatives supporting specific goals that will result in changed 
policies, procedures, guidelines, and organizational structures that support an entrepreneurial, 
service-oriented, creative and collaborative culture within State Parks.   
 
The Transformation Team Action Plan will be updated regularly.  That information will be posted 
on the Transformation Team website, along with priorities and initiatives. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnburrou106918.html
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28074
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28074
http://www.parksforward.com/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28074


Parks Forward Commission Meeting 
 
The Parks Forward Commission met today at the Railroad Museum in Old Sacramento to vote 
on their final report.  Commissioner Lance Conn discussed the recommendations, and the full 
Commission voted to approve the plan.  Natural Resources Agency Secretary John Laird 
thanked the Commission for their work. 
 
“We are very serious about change and addressing some of the structural issues in the 
Department,” said Secretary Laird.  
 
Acting Director Lisa Mangat said the report has the full support of the Department, and that we 
are embracing change.  She also discussed ongoing initiatives in the Department, including the 
formation of the Transformation Team, the Park Unit Costing Report, increasing the number of 
parks with credit/debit card availability, to name a few.  She encouraged the public to view the 
Transformation Team website for information and for updates. 
 

 
Parks Forward Commission meeting, February 6, 2015 @ Railroad Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 



             
(L-R: Secretary Laird and Acting Director Mangat speak at Parks Forward Commission, 2/6/15) 

 
In addition, the Commission also introduced "CaliParks", which is a new mobile friendly website 
that blends a variety of social media and existing platforms that allows users to explore local, 
state and federal parks.  The application was also launched this week. 
 

Field Report 
 
Los Angeles Sector Hosts Supervisor Hilda Solis 
 
New Los Angeles County Supervisor and former Secretary of Labor, Hilda Solis recently visited 
the Los Angeles Sector for an introduction to the exciting projects and partnerships happening 
in our parks. The first stop on the tour was a quick visit to our Community Outreach Office 
shared by State Parks and National Park Service in El Pueblo de Los Angeles. 
 
She chatted with State Park and National Park Service rangers and took the opportunity for an 
impromptu photo shoot with a group of local students stopping by the Outreach Office.  Next, 
Superintendent Sean Woods escorted Supervisor Solis on a tour of the Los Angeles State 
Historic Park construction site and shared an inside look at how the park is shaping up ahead of 
the grand opening expected later this year. Solis toured the Interpretive Media Laboratory 
(IMlab) and learned about the collaboration between California State Parks and UCLA from 
Professor Fabian Wagmister. She was impressed with IMlab/UCLA’s plans for the new LASHP 
welocme center which include a digital interactive mural and an expansion of the LASHP Mobile 
Trails system to be developed with new community partners. Supervisor Solis admired the 
creative application of digital technology and was intrigued by the possibility of future 
collaborations. 
 

http://www.caliparks.org/


The Supervisor’s final stop was at the 18-acre Bowtie Project for a glimpse of the Los Angeles 
River and to learn about the CSP and Clockshop partnership to activate the site through public 
art, performance, and interpretive programming.  The Supervisor was lucky to catch artist Rafa 
Esparza and view his work in progress, Con Safos, a collaboration with Clockshop, Self-Help 
Graphics and California State Parks. The Supervisor chatted with Rafa about the construction of 
the project’s centerpiece, an Abobe wall, made with water from the Los Angeles River, which 
will serve as a canvas for a rotating roster of local muralists over the next several months.  
 

 
Los Angeles County Supervisor and former U.S. Labor Secretary Hilda Solis with staff from the Los Angeles Sector 
Community Outreach Office. 

 

 
State Park Sector Superintendent Sean Woods (green jacket) explains to Supervisor Hilda Solis and her staff the 
facilities project underway at Los Angeles State Historic Park. 

 
 



Historic Bridgeport Bridge Stabilization Project Well Underway 
 
The New Year finds the historic covered Bridgeport Bridge in the South Yuba River State Park 
swarming with work men, finishing up the first phase of the project; to stabilize the bridge 
against further damage. Large temporary concrete footings have been poured to support the 
steel structure that is going up to “cradle” the bridge. Two 9,000 pound steel support girders will 
be placed on each end of the bridge and a series of cables and steel sets will encase the failing 
historic wooden bridge. Built in 1862, the bridge is the world’s longest, single span, covered, 
wooden bridge that utilizes a truss and arch support system.. 
 
As soon as stabilization is complete, repair and restoration work can begin. This work entails 
developing preliminary plans, design, and assessments. The initial scope of work has been 
developed, contracts have been awarded and work orders have been submitted for structural 
and geotechnical engineers, schematic design, wood and historical assessment.  
 
The firms will then study, assess, test, and in some cases, remove parts of the bridge for more 
detailed analysis to determine the extent of damage and the repairs and restoration work 
necessary. This step of the project is expected to be completed by June, 2015; conditions 
permitting. The assessment, planning and design work are critical before starting the extensive 
permitting process necessary for such a historic structure. This assessment will also more 
accurately determine the expected costs to complete the project. 
 
The completion of stabilization and the eventual restoration project for the Bridgeport Bridge will 
owe their success to the outstanding partnership between State Parks and the local Nevada 
County community. Stakeholders, partners and the county, have all worked in partnership with 
State Parks in protecting this critical, one of a kind resource. Saving the Bridgeport Bridge 
signifies the best of what can happen when the public and private sectors work together for a 
common cause.  

 
A steel support system for the Bridgeport Bridge is swung into place. 

 



 
Workers attached steel beams to temporary footings. 

 

Point Mugu State Park Reopens 
 
After a determined effort by State Park staff from around the state and CalTrans, Point Mugu SP 
reopened Monday, February 1 after a more than six-week closure due to a mudslide. Crews 
cleared thousands of tons of debris, repaired or replaced damaged facilities and culverts and 
restored the main waterline. 
 
A December rain storm saturated hillsides overlooking the Pacific Coast Highway and the park’s 
coastal facilities causing a slide that buried the area under more than a foot of mud and debris. 
The Spring fire in 2013 had had made the area susceptible to erosion. High surf in January 
further eroded the coast adjacent to the highway. 
 
 Once uncovered, the PCH required extensive repairs.  The highway is now open from the north 
(Ventura) side down to the park entrance. The highway remains closed south of the park toward 
Malibu until coastal erosion can be shored up. 
 

 

  
Multi-ton boulders are delivered to be placed along the coast to protect the Pacific Coast Highway at Point Mugu. 
(Photo courtesy Craig Sap, Angeles District.) 



 
Boulders are placed to protect cliffs under the Pacific Coast Highway from surf erosion. 

Border Field Clean-Up 

Tijuana Estuary kicks off the new year with clean-up events and habitat restoration in Border 
Field State Park. 100 volunteers came out across two days to hand-pull invasive plant species, 
install 160 native plants, remove 9 cubic yards of trash (2,000+ pounds) and pull 232 waste tires 
from 12 acres of upland scrub and salt marsh. This collaboration is part of a broader effort to 
restore habitat and prevent trash crossing the international border from impacting sensitive 
habitats in the Tijuana Estuary. Project partners included Surfrider San Diego through their “No 
Border Sewage campaign” and WILDCOAST through their grant with the Wetlands Recovery 
Project.  
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
Volunteers planted more than 100 native plants 

Old Town San Diego SHP Staff Make an Impression 

On Saturday evening, January 17, five park staff from Old Town San Diego State Historic Park 
successfully accomplished an outreach at the San Diego Association of Realtors Annual 
Gala.  Staff time was reimbursed by the organizers.  The event was held at the Grand Del Mar 
Hotel and Resort, a five star accommodation along the coast.  Staff dressed in historic 1800s 
period attire greeted over 400 hundred guests and the Guest of Honor, City of San Diego Mayor 
Faulkner.  Hundreds of photos were taken the night of the event.  The State Park staff was able 
to promote and market the State Historic Park in a subtle yet successful and fun way.  In Photo, 
Seasonal Employees (left to right) Paola Espinoza, Vanessa Jones, Maggie Hess, Alisa Miller, 
Graham Kirkham 
 

 
 



Veterans Group Partners with Los Angeles Sector to Clear Historic Trail  

For the first time, the volunteers at Santa Susana Pass SHP recently teamed up with members 
of Team Red, White and Blue, a veterans’ group, as well as the Santa Monica Trails Council to 
clear a trail which State Parks has long been in need of clearing.  With the support of the 
Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains, the City of Los Angeles, and 
Waste Management in Simi Valley, the group braved the rain, and cleared part of the trail using 
hand tools and hard work.  El Camino Nuevo Trail is an historic road built in 1895 to bypass the 
treacherous “Devil’s Slide” and was in use until 1917.  

Many thanks from California State Parks to this group of amazing veterans who continue to 
serve their country by giving back to their parks in Los Angeles. California State Parks’ was 
honored to have you at the Santa Susana Pass SHP. 

 

 
Members of the Red, White and Blue veterans volunteer group work to clear a historic trail at Santa Susana State 
Historic Park. 

 

Youth Art Contest Winners Adorn 2015 Safe and Wise Water Ways Poster  
 
The Division of Boating and Waterways has announced the winners of the 2015 Safe and Wise 
Water Ways poster contest. Nearly 2,000 posters were submitted from schools throughout the 
state. Boating safety partners selected 10 finalists from each grade level and then an online 
voting took place to determine the winner for each grade level. Winning artwork will be included 
in a calendar and sent to participating schools and boating safety partners and will also be 
displayed at the California State Capitol for a two-week period during the 2015 boating season. 
The winner, honorable mention and finalist artwork by age group can be viewed on the poster 
contest website.  

http://www.dbw.parks.ca.gov/postercontest/


The 2015 Safe and Wise Water Ways Poster 
that will be shared statewide to promote the Department of Boating and Waterways message.  Student submissions, 
selected in a contest, provide the artwork. 

  

“I ♥ California’s Coast and Ocean” Exhibit Coming to State Capitol Building 
 
Winning pieces from a statewide children’s coastal art and poetry contest and ocean and 
coastal photography contest are being featured in an exhibit on display in the gallery outside of 
the Governor’s office at the State Capitol next week. Located in a public hallway just outside the 
entrance to the Governor’s office, the exhibit is the perfect way for passersby to remember why 
they love California’s ocean and coastline.  
 
Winning children’s entries from the California Coastal Art & Poetry Contest show how youth 
reflect on the beauty and spirit of California’s beaches and ocean. Covering a range of emotions 
and artistic techniques, the art and poetry is by children at all grade levels and showcases some 
very impressive talents from all over the state. 
 
The Thank You Ocean Campaign and the California Coastal Commission’s Public Education 
Program invite you to view the exhibit. For more information about the art and poetry contest, 
please visit the thankyouocean.org website.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thankyouocean.org/ocean-and-coastal-photo-contest-winners-2/
http://www.thankyouocean.org/


California State Parks Postcards 
 
Crystal Cove 
 

 
Picture by Barbara Baker, OGALS division 

 
Anza Borrego Desert State Park 

 
Picture by Oscar Vasquez, Information Technology Division 



News Releases 
 
February 6:  California State Parks’ Transformation Team Releases Action Plan, Launches 
New Website 
 
February 2: Dockwalker Program to Begin 15th Year of Trainings in the Spring  
 

News Clips 
 
February 4: Monterey Herald: New app puts all California parks at fingertips 
A new effort puts nearly 12,000 federal, state and local California parks in one place — your 
browser. 
 
February 4: The Malibu Times: PCH Closure Slashes Business Revenues 
Neptune’s Net and Kristy’s have seen a drastic drop in business; State Parks could lose up to 
$300,000 in projected revenue. 
 
February 4: Tracy Press: Scooping hyacinth from the river (Video) 
Crews working for the California Department of Parks, Division of Boating and Waterways. 
 
February 5: The Press Enterprise: LAKE PERRIS: Lowered level reveals famed tire reef 
Receding waters from drought and dam work reveal fish habitat — the legendary ‘reef’ crafted 
from tractor tires — and sunken boats for the first time in decades. 
 
February 2: The Sacramento Bee: A glimpse of that reclusive wilderness star, the Sutter 
Buttes 
Sutter Buttes retain an air of mystery with carefully restricted public hikes. 
 
February 4: The Sacramento Bee: Aggressive path forward for California’s precious state 
parks 
California’s state parks offer an immense range of ways for visitors to learn and to play. 
 
February 4: The Bulletin: Searching for giants in the California Redwood forests 
The official Redwood National and State Park brochure invites a question nobody there will 
answer. 
 
February 3: San Francisco CBS: Peregrine Falcon Nesting Season Prompts Partial 
Closure Of Mt. Diablo State Park 
A portion of Mt. Diablo State Park in Contra Costa County will be closed to the public for five 
months to allow for the nesting season of a protected species, according to the East Bay 
Regional Park District. 
 
January 31: The Seattle Times: California drought creating serious water-weed problems 
California’s ongoing drought is causing yet another problem: Water weeds are choking the huge 
Sacramento–San Joaquin River Delta.  
 
January 30: OrovilleMR News: A look at Lake Oroville from a ranger’s point of view 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/500
http://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/500
http://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/497
http://www.montereyherald.com/environment-and-nature/20150204/new-app-puts-all-california-parks-at-fingertips
http://www.malibutimes.com/news/article_a4257e5c-acb4-11e4-a211-5bb4f0b6bee6.html
http://www.goldenstatenewspapers.com/tracy_press/scooping-hyacinth-from-the-river/video_0a603110-aca3-11e4-bd85-dbdc8c0b1274.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/lake-759633-water-tires.html
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment/living/travel/article8847551.html
http://www.sacbee.com/entertainment/living/travel/article8847551.html
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article9125675.html
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/soapbox/article9125675.html
http://www.bendbulletin.com/outdoors/2847048-151/searching-for-giants-in-the-california-redwood-forests
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/peregrine-falcon-nesting-season-prompts-partial-closure-of-mt-diablo-state-park/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2015/02/02/peregrine-falcon-nesting-season-prompts-partial-closure-of-mt-diablo-state-park/
http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2025586614_waterweedsxml.html
http://www.orovillemr.com/general-news/20150130/a-look-at-lake-oroville-from-a-rangers-point-of-view


Lake Oroville’s a pit of blue surrounded by burnt orange dirt as I take the plunge down a steep 
incline to the base of Bidwell Canyon Marina where I am to meet a ranger with California State 
Parks. 
 
January 30: Seaside Courier: Refurbished Carlsbad State Beach restrooms reopen 
Newly refurbished restrooms reopened Friday at Carlsbad State Beach, the city announced. 
 
January 30: Merced Sun-Star: Debbie Croft: Old country museums offer chance to step 
back in time 
Museums in the gateway communities to Yosemite in California’s Gold Country offer a step 
back in time. 
 

 

Connect with California State Parks! 
 

  Facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks          @CAStateParks 
 

Communications Request 
 
If you have any stories or events at your park or unit that you would like us to profile in the 
Weekly Digest, or in other California State Park’s Communications outlets (social media, News 
& Views, newsroom), please forward your entries to the department’s Deputy Director of Public 
Affairs Vicky Waters at Vicky.Waters@parks.ca.gov. 
 

Have a Wonderful and Safe Weekend! 
 

http://www.seasidecourier.com/news/refurbished-carlsbad-state-beach-restrooms-reopen/article_4973ce6a-a907-11e4-a33f-f34513419c31.html
http://www.mercedsunstar.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/debbie-croft-mariposa-life/article8831207.html
http://www.mercedsunstar.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/debbie-croft-mariposa-life/article8831207.html
mailto:Vicky.Waters@parks.ca.gov
http://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks
https://twitter.com/CAStateParks

