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Quote of the Week 
 

“A pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees opportunity in every difficulty.” 
 
Winston Churchill, politician/statesman/historian 1874-1965 
 

Updates 
 

 
 
Governor’s Budget News 
 
On January 9, the Governor released his 2015-16 Budget plan for the State of California  The 
Governor’s Budget summary can be found by going to the following link, 
(http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/2015-16/pdf/BudgetSummary/NaturalResources.pdf).   In it, the 
Governor is proposing the following for State Parks: 
 

 A one-time increase of $16.8 million to sustain operations and maintain existing services 
throughout the parks system. 

 Support for the operation of the Los Angeles State Historic Park (LASHP), currently 
under renovation and scheduled to open in fall 2015.    

 Support for the operation of Donner Memorial SP Visitor Center.   

 $435,785 for successful revenue generation projects. Permanently funding these 
projects from the base budget will free up limited revenue generation dollars allowing 
them to be used on new projects to continue to increase the Department’s revenue.  

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/2015-16/pdf/BudgetSummary/NaturalResources.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Seal_of_the_Governor_of_California.png


 $936,000 to support the Transformation Team, which is tasked with implementing many 
of the initiatives in the upcoming Parks Forward report, and in the overall transformation 
of our Department. 

 $20 million for Deferred Maintenance, which will go to addressing items that have health, 
safety, and critical needs throughout the system. 

 
We appreciate the support of the Governor and the Administration in helping us transform State 
Parks.  The message from the budget proposal is very encouraging, and it’s a robust statement 
about the Administration’s priorities and expectations.  

 

Announcing Transformation Team 

 
The Governor’s Budget Plan also included the announcement of the Transformation Team.  The 
team is being led by Steve Szalay, who is serving as special Advisor to the Secretary for the 
Natural Resources Agency, and includes experienced State Parks personnel, as well as outside 
consultants.  Here are the members: 
 

 Ron Birkhead, Construction Supervisor III, Northern Service Center, Acquisition and 
Development                           

 Helen Carriker, Deputy Director, Administrative Services                                             

 Ellen Clark, Volunteer Coordinator, Interpretation and Education                                 

 Michaele DeBoer, State Park Superintendent II, Community Involvement Section, 
External Affairs Division                       

 Dana Jones , District Superintendent, Capital District                              

 Karl Knapp, Chief, Facilities Management Division                                                               

 Todd Lewis, Sector Superintendent, Orange Coast Central Sector, Orange Coast 
District                                

 Steve McCormick, Special Advisor, Resources Legacy Fund                                             

 Clay Phillips, District Superintendent, San Diego Coast District                                

 Danita Rodriguez , District Superintendent, Bay Area District                              

 Andy Vasquez, Administrative Officer III, Orange Coast District                               

 Sean Woods, Sector Superintendent, Los Angeles Sector, Angeles District   

 Jay Chamberlin, Chief, Natural Resources Division                              
 
Specifically, the Transformation Team will focus on several areas, including our budget, 
partnerships, internal practices, revenue generation, technological innovation, and broader 
outreach to diverse communities, to name a few.   

Your Participation is Important 



The members of the team were selected for their expertise, innovation, and enthusiasm to 
implement positive changes that will strengthen State Parks.  The Team will meet throughout 
the year and your feedback and input will be welcome.  Parks staff is encouraged to share their 

input and ideas via the Transformation Team website: http://tellsteve.parks.ca.gov/. 

 
Field Report 
 

Park Champions Program Teams Up with Picacho State Recreation Area  
 
Park Champions, Friends4Picacho and park staff teamed up to coordinate a volunteer work 
weekend at Picacho State Recreation Area.  The park is located in the far Southeast corner of 
the state and visitors travel an eighteen mile dirt road to access the park.  For those who make 
the trek, they are rewarded with stunning desert scenery and a nine mile shoreline along the 
Lower Colorado River.  The long drive did not deter the volunteers who signed up for the Park 
Champions work weekend.  Even night time low temperatures of 18 and 19 degrees did not chill 
their enthusiasm. 
 
Thirty-one volunteers and staff donned their work gloves and descended on the projects like a 
swarm of locusts.  The energetic group cut trees and brush along roadways and campsites and 
loaded the cuttings onto flatbed trucks.  By the end of the weekend, twenty truckloads of 
material had been taken to the burn pile.   
 
Other volunteers cut and removed wire fencing and fence posts around an area that had been 
cleared of non-native vegetation in January of 2012.  During an Earth Day event in April 2012, 
native trees were planted and drip lines were installed.  There is a large feral burro population in 
the park and the area had to be fenced to give the young trees a fighting chance.  Subsequent 
record rains helped sprout additional native vegetation in the area.  The Park Champions 
volunteers removed over eighty fence posts and 1200 feet of fencing around the area.  They 
also installed over fifty posts in another area that is in desperate need of fencing to protect it 
from grazing burros.      
 
The first Park Champions work weekend at Picacho was definitely a success.  A special thanks 
to the Southern CA Program Consultant Margaret Oakley Otto for her dedication to the program 
and to Friends4Picacho, a non-profit advocacy group, that continues to support the park and 
strive for additional improvements.  A huge thank you to all the volunteers who cut, tossed, 
stacked, pushed, pulled, rolled, dragged, pounded, dug, stretched and sweated over all the 
projects!   
Photos: 

 
Park staff cut limbs while volunteers load the flatbed for one of 20 trips to the burn pile.  Photo by Sue Barney.  

http://tellsteve.parks.ca.gov/


 
Some T-Posts need a little extra persuasion.   Photo by Lorie Long 

 

Grant Helps Candlestick Point SRA Kick-Start Projects 
 
In early 2014, local San Francisco nonprofit Literacy for Environmental Justice was awarded $1 
million in grant money by California’s Strategic Growth Program through their Urban Greening 
for Sustainable Communities Program. Awarded monies have been earmarked to further 
improvements at California’s first urban park, Candlestick Point State Recreation Area (SRA), 
and will help kick start important provisions in furthering the park’s General Plan turning hopeful 
visions into a reality.   
 
Candlestick Point, a park that was acquired in 1977 as a wasteland of junkyards and dumpsites, 
built entirely on reclaimed land, now provides enriching opportunities to its local residents in one 
of San Francisco’s most deeply neglected neighborhoods.  Plans for the $1 million award 
money include expansion of community garden and native plant nursery, installing a rainwater 
harvesting system, restoring coastal sage scrub habitat at Sunrise Point, and developing an 
interpretive trail and walk-in campsite. These planned projects will not only improve park 
facilities and restore native plant habitat but also help further the connection between people 
and parks by employing local youth with part-time and summer jobs.  Native plant restoration 
has just begun in the park’s Sunrise Point location igniting a sea of change in landscape.  A 
popular lookout area once blanketed by invasive, thorny, thistle is now home to monkey flowers, 
yarrows, coastal sage scrubs and buckwheat.  It’s just a small step in a long journey and yet the 
impact has been monumental.  Local residents are becoming more interested in the future of 
their park, what it has to offer, and what they can do to help.  
 
The $1 million dollar grant and the park’s partnership with Literacy for Environmental Justice 
have provided an opportunity to make these goals a reality and the staff at Candlestick Point 
has been eager to help.   
 



 
 
Sportsman’s Expo 
 
The Divisions of Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) and Boating and Waterways 
(DBW) participated in the 2015 International Sportsmen’s Expo at Cal Expo in the Youth Fair 
last weekend. Over 40,000 outdoor enthusiasts attended the four-day expo. The message to 
visitors was to encourage safe and environmentally conscious participation in boating and off-
roading, and provide information on other programs managed by these divisions. 

DBW’s outreach mechanisms included its robotic boat, iSnap photo kiosk and giant inflatable 
life jacket with interactive games relating to boating safety. The AquaSMART Live puppet show 
entertained children with its safety message. The OHMVR had its interactive ATV simulators, 
safety quizzes, hands-on interpretive activities and its remote control Jeep course to teach good 
off-roading habits. 

Representatives from State Parks Gold Fields District, El Dorado County, U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Jeepers Jamboree, the Sacramento State Aquatic Center, Snell Memorial Foundation, 
and the Rubicon Trail Foundation also participated in the Expo. OHVMR’s booth for adult off-
road enthusiasts allowed it to educate and inform over 6,000 members of the public.  

 
Dad Juan Carlos Acosta  helps a son Gilbert work through an interactive quiz on safety at the International 
Sportsmen’s Expo. 



 

OHVMR’s Nancy Saechao goes over the finer points of ATV safety with a young rider. 

DBW’s (l-r) Eddie Hard and Joleane King limber up Sea Lily 
the remote control boat before using it to round-up families to its hear a water safety message. 

 
19th Annual Poker Run at Hollister Hills SVRA Benefits Young Riders 

 
We couldn’t have asked for better riding weather to start the New Year. The Hollister Hills SVRA 
Patrol Volunteers once again hosted the 19th Annual Robert Miller Poker Run to benefit the 
CALSTAR Air Ambulance Children’s Program on January 1st, 2015.  
 
This family fun event brought together over 121 riders of all ages and abilities in celebration of 
the New Year. Riders geared up and took to the trails stopping at six designated check points. 
Riders took a chance at picking a high scoring playing card dealt by either a Hollister Hills 
Volunteer or a San Benito County Sheriff Department Search and Rescue Volunteer. From 
Royal Flushes to One of a Kind, in the end everyone was a winner!   
 
This year’s total contribution from raffle tickets and donations to the CALSTAR Air Ambulance 
Children’s Program was $4,084.00. This program was established to help ensure that children 
who have sustained a life threatening illness or trauma receive rapid air transportation to a 
hospital regardless of the parent’s ability to pay. 
 

 
 
 



 
The CALSTAR Air Ambulance dropped in during the Hollister Hills Poker run that benefits the ambulance Children’s 
Program. 

 
Memorial Service For Fallen Lifeguard 
 
State Parks Lifeguard Peace Officers attended the memorial service on Catalina Island 
on January 8, 2015 for City of Avalon Harbor Patrol Officer Tim Mitchell, who was killed on the 
line of duty during a nighttime boat rescue in large surf on December 30, 2014.  
Officer Mitchell was also a reserve firefighter for LA County Fire Department, and longtime 
SCUBA Instructor on Catalina. Public safety representatives from all over Southern California 
attended the moving ceremony, including Lifeguards from the Orange Coast District.  All staff 
were honored to represent the Department on this solemn occasion. 
 
Services included a traditional memorial on land and a rescue boat procession featuring 
approximately 40 public safety vessels to a scattering of ashes at sea, capped by a flyover from 
helicopters from the LA County Sheriff's Department, LA County Fire Department, and US 
Coast Guard. Devastation from the winter storm was still visible across Avalon's picturesque 
harbor, with wrecked vessels strewn about and sunken boats shimmering in the clear water.  
 
This served as a poignant reminder of the hazards inherent in ocean rescue, echoing the line of 
duty death of City of Newport Beach seasonal lifeguard Ben Carlson earlier in 2014. 

    



 
 
California State Parks Postcards 
 
Anza Borrego Desert State Park 

 
Photo Courtesy Oscar Vasquez, Information Technology Office. 

 

 

 

 



Hungry Valley SVRA 

 

Red Rock Canyon State Park 
 

 



San Luis Obispo Coast 

 

 

News Releases  
 
January 14: Prescribed Burn Planned in Cuyamaca Rancho State Park 
 
January 12: Railtown 1897 State Historic Park Seeking Interested Volunteers  

 

News Clips, Dates 
 
January 15: The North Coast Journal: Perfect Winter Trips 
Whether you're on a solo journey or traveling with the family, here for relaxation or adventure, 
have an appetite for the arts or cuisine, Humboldt has got just the thing for you. 
 
January 14: Orange County Register: Quick Getaways: Hop the rails to Old Town San 
Diego 
Trains are a unique mode of long-distance transportation: They don’t require freeways, toll 
roads, turn signals or getting rid of your water bottle if you want to get onboard.  
 
January 14: Observer Reporter: Sacramento a great place to launch California vacation 
 Located near the center of California, Sacramento is an ideal launching point to visit some of 
the state’s most popular destinations. 
 
January 13: KFBK: State Parks are Getting Financial Bump with Gov. Brown's Budget 
State parks are getting a bit of a financial bump in Governor Jerry Brown's budget released last 
week. 
 
January 12: East County Today: Photos: Volunteers Assist Park District in Clearing 
Water Hyacinth 
More than 100 volunteers assisted East Bay Regional Park District staff in helping remove 
Water Hyacinth at Big Break Regional Shoreline in Oakley on Sunday. 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/489
http://www.parks.ca.gov/NewsRelease/488
http://www.northcoastjournal.com/humboldt/perfect-winter-trips/Content?oid=2804094
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/town-648117-old-san.html
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/town-648117-old-san.html
http://www.observer-reporter.com/article/20150114/LIFESTYLES/150119804#.VLfoi9LF9tw
http://www.kfbk.com/articles/kfbk-news-461777/state-parks-are-getting-financial-bump-13144982/
http://eastcountytoday.net/photos-more-than-100-volunteers-assist-park-district-in-clearing-water-hyacinth/
http://eastcountytoday.net/photos-more-than-100-volunteers-assist-park-district-in-clearing-water-hyacinth/


 
January 11: SFGate: To make government work, we need to pay attention 
California government’s policy decisions and lawmaking are often a necessary response to a 
crisis. 
 
January 9: Yuba Net: Op-Ed: Elizabeth Goldstein: California State Parks Foundation 
Statement Regarding Governor's Proposed FY 2015-16 State Budget 
Governor Jerry Brown released his Fiscal Year 2015-16 State Budget today which provides a 
modest amount of additional funding for state parks. 
 
January 9: Record Net: Brown's spending plan helps battle Delta weeds 
More greenbacks from the state could help tame the Delta’s green menace later this year, if 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s proposed budget is ultimately approved. 
 

Connect with California State Parks! 
 

  Facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks          @CAStateParks 
 

Communications Request 
 
If you have any stories or events at your park or unit that you would like us to profile in the 
Weekly Digest, or in other California State Park’s Communications outlets (social media, News 
& Views, newsroom), please forward your entries to the department’s Deputy Director of Public 
Affairs Vicky Waters at Vicky.Waters@parks.ca.gov. 
 

Have a Wonderful and Safe Weekend! 
 

http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/To-make-government-work-we-need-to-pay-attention-6008853.php
http://yubanet.com/california/Op-Ed-Elizabeth-Goldstein-California-State-Parks-Foundation-Statement-Regarding-Governor-s-Proposed-FY-2015-16-State-Budget.php#.VLPqLdLF9tw
http://yubanet.com/california/Op-Ed-Elizabeth-Goldstein-California-State-Parks-Foundation-Statement-Regarding-Governor-s-Proposed-FY-2015-16-State-Budget.php#.VLPqLdLF9tw
http://www.recordnet.com/article/20150109/News/150109695
mailto:Vicky.Waters@parks.ca.gov
http://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks
https://twitter.com/CAStateParks

